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B assigns case to A

Verbs and prepositions
assign case to their

— ObjeCtS (WhiCh are
nouns).
Case Assignment
Prepositions

Noun Function Case Meaning Family* Case

subject nominative “towards” accusative

direct object accusative “away from” ablative

indirect object dative

A verb assigns case to its subject, direct * Each preposition assigns a case. A preposition’s

object, and indirect object (if any). These meaning family doesn’t always tell you which

are nouns. case it assigns, but it’s a good rule of thumb.
Example

nominative (subject)
3rd person plural *

Puellae, frigidus, . rivus

t

3rd person accusative
plural (direct object)
masculine
accusative
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